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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee

My name is John Youngberg and I represent the Montana Farm Bureau.

When I started working for Montana Farm Bureau 15 years ago there were
rumblings in the country that MSU, Montana’s land grant university, was loosing
its focus on agriculture. Student enrolment numbers were declining in the
College of Agriculture, facilities on campus and in the Ag Experiment Stations
were eroding, and other areas of the campus were being prioritized ahead of them
for upgrade. Research priorities were changing and cuts in the Extension Service
and research stations budgets were making MSU less attractive as an institution
for students. By 1998 a number of ag organizations joined Montana Farm Bureau
on a task force to Study the Ag Focus at MSU.
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i mples: Dorms,
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“working toward a research experience for every student.” It will not be accomplished if
we continue to strangle both the College of Ag and Experiment Stations as well as the
Extension Service with onerus recharges.

What’s the answer.

1) Insure PLA in every budget to cover increased costs.

2) Credits to MAES for contributions to MSU the same as research division

3) Infusion of money into the MAES and Extension Base budget to make up for 15
years of no PLA.

I have presented to you a copy of the 1998 study and a handout showing the effects of the
recharge on the ag experiment stations. I have volumes of information and would be glad
to answer any questions
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